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Synopsis
Love By Chance is a film about two aspiring actors from South Africa (Altovise Lawrence and
Atandwa Kani) who are independently in America, trying to crack into an extremely difficult
and over saturated Hollywood industry. They meet by chance, but between the everyday
struggle of auditioning, dealing with daily rejection, self-doubt, financial hardship, crazy
friends and a mad dating scene, who has time for love?
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General Media Release
Altovise Lawrence, winner of the first season of Top Actor South Africa, stars as leading lady,
Bailey, in the romantic comedy Love By Chance, by award-winning international ﬁlm and
television producer and director Samad Davis. The film is a pioneer in the eyes of Davis
because it combines South African and US talent.
Starring alongside Lawrence is Atandwa Kani, son of renowned actor, director and
playwright John Kani, and a sterling cast of local and international favourites and new
entrants. Included in the cast is Lawrence’s co-competitor Nicholas Nkuna, and Denise
Zimba, known for her role as Mary Gumede in Generations: The Legacy.
Love By Chance, shot in Atlanta, Georgia, USA, is about two aspiring actors from South
Africa who are independently in America, trying to crack into an extremely difficult and over
saturated Hollywood industry. They meet by chance, but between the everyday struggle of
auditioning, dealing with daily rejection, self-doubt, financial hardship, and crazy friends
who has time for love?
US co-stars include funny man Carl Anthony Payne II, famed for his role in the iconic
television series Martin; Clifton Powell, of Ray, Rush Hour and Grand Theft Auto; Terri J.
Vaughn, known for her roles in Girlfriends Getaway, Greenleaf and The Steve Harvey show;
E. Roger Mitchell who co-starred alongside Denzel Washington in Flight and Equalizer; and
Lil Zane, rap superstar and actor.
“Having just wrapped on the international series Blood Drive, shot in Cape Town,” Lawrence
says, “I've been fortunate to play complex characters this year, from Scandal to Blood Drive
and now Love By Chance. I am nervous and thrilled, but more than anything, I am grateful to
land this role. Bailey is a complex character and I see a lot of myself in her. Having South
Africans at the centre of this narrative is an important step in taking our talent to the
world.”
On her leading man Atandwa Kani, Lawrence says, “I got to play alongside someone who is
no stranger to our screens and stages. We both studied drama at the University of the
Witwatersrand and I trust his work and talent. We brought out the best in each other
through our performances.”
The film’s local producers are Dumi Gumbi and Cati Weinek of the Ergo Company. They
produced the recent hit Mrs Right Guy, and winner of the best film award at the Jozi Film
Festival, Dora’s Peace. “We are excited to be collaborating with director and producer
Samad Davis on this romcom,” says Gumbi. “It’s great to see South Africans sharing a
platform with top American talent.”
Production on the film started in October 2016 in Atlanta Georgia, with all post-production
of the film taking place in South Africa, making it a truly collaborative production between
the producers and countries.
“As an African-American, I am fuelled by my vision of bridging cultural gaps between Africa
and the United States through the power of film and television,” says director Davis. “The
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Top Actor Africa brand was built on this premise and the film Love By Chance embodies that
mantra. Being able to work with the right South African and international talent, both in
front of and behind the camera, is priceless. Teamwork truly makes the dream work.”
The film is set to release locally and internationally in the first quarter of 2017. In South
Africa, it will be distributed by Indigenous Film Distribution.
Top Actor Season 3 goes into production early 2017 and will air in September.
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Biographies – Cast
Altovise Lawrence
Altovise Lawrence is a South African actress best known for winning the first season of BET
Africa's first ever original production, Top Actor SA. She graduated with honours from the
University of Witwatersrand with a Bachelor's degree in Dramatic Arts in 2013.
Her professional acting debut was in the James Ngcobo-directed play The Colored Museum,
which ran from January to February 2014 at the Market Theatre. Her first television
appearance was a minor role as an interviewee on the SABC3 soap opera Isidingo, in late
2014.
In April, 2015, BET Africa launched on DStv and its first South African original production
was Top Actor, in which 12 aspiring actors competed for a R100 000 prize and agency
representation. Altovise won the competition, beating Francois Jacobs and Nicolas Nkuna in
the finale, and was signed to Restless Talent Management. She was 23 at the time. In 2016,
Altovise was cast in the e.tv soapie Scandal! as Chantal, love interest to Stokkies.
Atandwa Kani
Atandwa Kani is a South African actor. He graduated in 2008, with an Honours degree in
theatrical performance from the University of the Witwatersrand. He made his stage debut
in The Tempest, a collaboration between the Baxter Theatre Centre and the Royal
Shakespeare Company, where he played Ariel alongside his father, John Kani (Caliban) and
Sir Antony Sher (Prospero).
In 2009, Kani made his US television debut in CW Television Network’s Life Is Wild, an
American adaptation of the British ITV family drama Wild at Heart. From 2010 to 2012 Kani
played the role of Thabo in Series 5 and 6, plus a brief appearance in Series 7, of the original
British series.
In 2009, he performed in two new plays, Hayani and ID Pending, which premiered at the
Grahamstown National Arts Festival.
In 2010, he was a regular in the SABC TV series Soul Buddyz. In 2011 he became a regular on
the SABC 2 political series, 90 Plein Street. He went on to play the young Mandela in the
movie Long Walk To Freedom. He was then seen in the B.E.T series The Book Of Negroes,
alongside Cuba Gooding Jr.
In 2014, Atandwa joined Fortune Cookie Theatre Company and, alongside Sylvaine Strike,
performed Black & Blue at the Market Theatre. He also appeared in Sizwe Banzi is Dead in
New York, directed by John Kani. Most recently he played the role of Philemon in The Suit,
a short film based on Can Temba’s short story.
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Nicholas Nkuna
Nicholas Nkuna is a South African actor, singer, voice artist and dancer best known for his
role as Sakhile on the SABC1 drama series Skeem Saam. He was a finalist alongside Altovise
Lawrence in Top Actor SA.
Nicholas studied musical theatre at Tshwane University of Technology (TUT) in Pretoria, and
was specially selected to continue honing his craft at the USA’s prestigious Ballstate
University in Indiana.
He was also cast as Simba in The Lion King’s tour of the UK, and he played the role of
Dingane in Deon Opperman’s Shaka Zulu: The Musical.
Denise Zimba
Denise Zimba s a South African actress and television personality most famous for her role
as Mary Gumede in the soap Generations: The Legacy. She was also a presenter on V
Entertainment’s music show Vuzu Amp for three years.
Clifton Powell
Clifton Powell has established himself as a dynamic and versatile actor. Memorable
performances on the big screen includenthe Taylor Hackford film Ray opposite Jamie Foxx,
and as the unforgettable ‘Pinky’ in Friday and Friday After Next, on television as Dr Martin
Luther King Jr in Selma, Lord, Selma, on stage in the national tour of David E. Talbert’s The
Fabric of A Man, and as ‘Blair’, opposite Shemar Moore, for which he won the NAACP’s
Theater Award for Best Actor.
Clifton’s recent work includes 20th Century Fox’s Street Kings: Motor City and Warner Bros.’
Preacher’s Kid, the DreamWorks feature Norbit, opposite Eddie Murphy, Screen Gems
feature The Gospel, independent films The Under Shepherd, Blood Ransom, Brothers In
Arms, Never Die Alone with DMX, and Woman Thou Art Loosed, based on the TD Jakes
book, opposite Kimberly Elise. Clifton starred in the acclaimed Civil Brand, for which he won
Best Actor and the film won Best Film at the American Black Film Festival South Beach 2002.
Other feature films include The Brothers, Rush Hour, Why Do Fools Fall In Love?, Phantoms,
Deep Rising, Dead Presidents And Menace To Society. Clifton has numerous stage and
television credits.

Terri Vaughn
Terri J. Vaughn first stole America’s heart with her lovable portrayal of Lovita Alizay Jenkins
on The Steve Harvey Show. After that, she made her way to Will Smith's executive
produced, All of Us, as school teacher Jonell, and then as Renee, a sexy, sassy and hilarious
nurse, on Tyler Perry’s Meet the Browns.
Terri can now be seen as Melisse, on Oprah Winfrey’s new drama series, Greenleaf,
alongside legendary Lynn Whitfield and Keith David, on the new season of Mann & Wife on
BounceTV, and featured again as Cedric The Entertainer’s wife on BET’s The Comedy Get
Down.
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From her first professional job in a 20-city tour of Tellin’ it Like it Tiz, this San Francisco
native has proven herself as a talent to be reckoned with. Terri has been honoured with
three NAACP Image Awards for Outstanding Supporting Actress for her work on The Steve
Harvey Show. She was also nominated for Outstanding Supporting Actress in a Drama Series
for her work on Soulfood.
Included on Terri’s resume is the Tyler Perry film Daddy’s Little Girls. She can also be seen in
the independent dramedies, Dirty Laundry, 3 Can Play That Game and The Marriage
Chronicles. Along with starring in several other independent projects, Terri has produced
multiple projects under her independent production company, Nina Holiday Entertainment.
Between Sisters, which aired as the highest rated show on GMC Network and Sugar
Mommas, which was nominated for a 2013 NAACP Image Award, are just a couple of the
projects Terri created, starred in and produced under Nina Holiday Entertainment. NHE also
produced the family film, Hamlet & Hutch, starring legendary Burt Reynolds and the highlyacclaimed Girlfriends’ Getaway, produced by and starring Terri, with Malinda Williams,
Garcelle Beauvais and Essence Atkins, which premiered as the highest rated original movie
in TVOne history. The sequel, Girlfriends Getaway 2 premiered in 2015.
Always pushing to grow creatively, in 2016 Terri completed her television and film directing
debuts. For Aspire TV she directed their first half-hour comedy presentation, Mommy
Uncensored, then an episode of the new season of Man & Wife, starring David and Tamela
Mann, and then the hilarious, Friday-isque comedy, #DigitalLivesMatter, starring social
media comedic influencers, DC Young Fly and Emmanuel Hudson.
Out of the desire to give back to her community, in 1997, Terri started Take Wings
Foundation, in the San Francisco Bay Area, to mentor young women growing up in at-risk
communities.
Lil Zane
The transformation from teen star to respected adult performer isn't an easy one. But for
Zane Copeland Jr, aka Lil' Zane, the transition has been seamless. As someone who has
already scored several hit singles, appeared on screen with Sean Connery (Finding
Forrester), Eddie Murphy (Dr Dolittle 2), Cuba Gooding Jr. Beyoncé Knowles (The Fighting
Temptations), and Omar Epps Mekhi Phifer (A Day in the life), Zane has made it clear that
he's a natural performer.
Born in a tough section of Yonkers, New York, but raised in Atlanta, Georgia, Zane grew up
listening to R&B soul, hip hop and rap classics. At 11, Zane, his brother Michael, and their
cousin, Eric Greene, formed a rap trio called Kronic. The group was discovered by Kevin
Wales (manager of Monica and 112) and landed a recording contract with Kaper/RCA
Records in 1993. Unfortunately, shortly after signing, the label folded and the group
members each went their separate ways.
In 1999, Lil Zane was featured on a song call Anywhere, off the album Room 112, by the
multi-platinum R&B group 112. The record was huge. 112’s album sells began to skyrocket,
resulting in Zane receiving his first double platinum plaque and landing his first solo
recording deal with Priority Records. After releasing his debut platinum selling album, Young
World; The Future, which produced #1 hits like Callin Me ft 112 and None Tonight ft P.
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Diddy, starring in several box office hit movies, and making several guest appearances on TV
shows such as The Parkers, One on One, All in the Family, Moonlight, and Cold Case, Zane
came back with his sophomore album The Big Zane Theory, which included the hit single
Tonight, I’m Yours ft R&B sensation, Tank. Tonight, I’m Yours reached number one on BET’s
106 and Park, and was a digital sales success. Lil Zane became a household name.
After the release of The Big Zane Theory in 2005, Zane landed several roles in upcoming
films, sharing the screen with actors, such as Vivica Fox, Shemar Moore, Brandon T Jackson,
Charles S. Dutton, and Sinbad. In 2008, while he was working on movies, he found time to
sneak into the studio, recorded, and independently, released his third album, Tha Return,
which featured the club banger Like This. Lil’ Zane emerged back into the public’s eye in
2010 when he made a surprise appearance on BET’s 106 and Park’s 10th Anniversary with
Ray J.
In 2011, Zane started his own label, Money Making Music and released two mixtapes, The
Missing Link and R.A.W. (raps about women) via internet, both receiving great reviews from
fans, press, and media. Zane has recently released several controversial viral videos that
caught a lot of attention on blogs, social media sites, and mainstream radio and received
100,000 plus views on each video in just 24 hours.
In mid-2012 he went on an eight-city tour with artists like ACE Hood, Pleasure P and many
more. In January 2013, he dropped a new mixtape and went on a six-city Mimi tour with ATL
super group Travis Porter and Wale. Now ready and focused on becoming one of the music
industry’s biggest comeback stories, Lil Zane is gearing up to release his new album titled
Life I Live.
E. Roger Mitchell
E. Roger Mitchell co-starred alongside Denzel Washington in Flight and Equalizer.
Dr Ja’el The Great
Dr Ja’el The Great is a professor, life coach, and dynamic motivational speaker who is
passionate about spreading the message that You are Perfect for Your Purpose.
Dr. Ja’el’s passionate quest for excellence has propelled her to great levels of personal
success. She honed her craft as a life coach and motivational speaker while working as a
facilitator for world-famous motivational legend Les Brown at his How to Become a
Millionaire Workshop. That opportunity, coupled with her being able to meet Oprah
Winfrey, study her in her element and experience her giving spirit, inspired Ja`el to become
all that God has created her to be. As an actress and singer/songwriter she has worked with
some of the greatest talents alive today, including Tyler Perry, Robert Townsend, Kim Fields,
Loretta Devine, Jennifer Holiday, Isaac Carree, and Angie Stone.
A graduate of Thee Jackson State University, Dr. Ja’el is a Professor at Spelman College. She
has been featured as a keynote speaker for conferences, workshops, and schools across the
country. Dr. Ja’el is the author of the new book Loving Your Daughter to Greatness – How to
Keep Your Daughter From Doing What You Wish You Hadn’t, and the creator of several
popular workshop series including Back to Basics, a guide to dating and relationships.
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Desi Terrell Banks Jr,
Desi Terrell Banks Jr, is an actor and entertainer who has been writing, performing, and
producing comedy for over four years. Desi Banks was able to build his brand and display his
comedy through social media. He has built his fan base up to nearly one million followers
on Instagram, Twitter and Facebook. Desi was able to pursue his acting career once he
graduated from Georgia State University with a Bachelor’s Degree in sociology. He then
started taking acting classes with Dwayne Boyd auditioning for films.
His first role was in the short film Flexin, in which he was the lead. Desi continued to
audition and book more films and was able to land a big supporting role in Love By Chance.
He continues to work hard and pursue his acting career, while continuing his comedy on
social media.
Carl Anthony Payne II

Carl Anthony Payne, a successful actor, producer, and director, was born on May 24, 1969 in
the small town of Clinton, South Carolina. He began working towards his acting career at a
young age by studying at the First All Children's Theater, which was an off Broadway
reparatory theater company. He later attended Fiorello H. LaGuardia High School of Music &
Art and Performing Arts in New York City. Payne continued his education and training at
Howard University in Washington, DC. He is best known for his recurring roles as Theo
Huxtable's best friend "Cockroach" on the ever popular and classic NBC's hit series, The Cosby
Show and as “Cole Brown" on the FOX network TV series Martin.
Payne stays on top of his career by not allowing him to be stereotyped or pigeon holed. He
continues to display his versatility on screen by playing roles such as Reynoldo St. James, on
the popular BET series The Game, to most recently renowned producer L.A. Reid in VH1’s TLC
Biopic. He has directed and produced music videos, web series and short films, all while
continuing to showcase his stand-up comedy in different cities. He recently filmed the movie
Zulu Wedding and Love By Chance both soon to release in South Africa as well as directed his
first feature entitled Misguided Behavior.
As a longtime resident of Los Angeles, California, now residing in Atlanta, Georgia, Payne has
remained relevant among peers by his continued pursuit of excellence and commitment to
legacy. Aside from being on the big screen, Payne’s commitment to community enrichment
and charitable organizations is never ending.
His advice to young aspiring actors and professionals “Perseverance is the hard work you do
after you get tired of doing the hard work you already did."
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Biographies – Crew

Samad Davis – Producer, Director
Samad Davis is an award-winning international ﬁlm and television producer and director
from the United States who has produced and or directed such projects as The Minds of
Men & Minds of Men Africa a TV docu-series; the One Nation Many Voices award winning
short ﬁlm Glimpse; Three Can Play That Game, starring Vivica A Fox; and the award-winning
film Mooz-lum starring, Nia Long, Evan Ross, Roger Guenveur Smith and Danny Glover and is
the format creator and executive producer of the hit competitive TV series Top Actor SA &
Africa. Through his previous work as president and COO of Magna World Partners, an
international trade and investment firm focused on Africa, he has travelled extensively on
the continent.
Dumisani Gumbi – Producer
Dumi is an award-winning independent producer and consultant in the creative media
industries, focusing on film, television and consumer marketing. His first feature film,
Gog’Helen, premiered at the Durban International Film Festival’s Main Competition in 2012.
The film had its American premiere at the Pan-African Film Festival (PAFF) in 2013 and was
nominated in two categories in the 2014 SAFTAs: Best Music Composition and Best Editing.
Most recently, he produced the hits Mrs Right Guy and Dora’s Peace.
Along with Meerkat Media, Dumi worked on the first isiZulu animated kids’ television show
for M-Net, Zim Zim. He has worked with Kwanza Communications for FNB’s Consumer
Education department, and he produced animation for the Nedgroup. He has produced
several corporate DVDs for Goba, Transnet and the Water Research Council.
He has produced several documentary films for the SABC, including hits like My Big Fat
Afrikaner Wedding and Who Killed Johannes Kerkorrel?. Dumi also produced the SAFTA
award-winning mini-series Ubizo: The Calling which won five South African Film and
Television Awards (SAFTAS).
He produced the ground breaking SAFTA award-winning 3D, CGI animation short film series,
Backyard Shorts in 2009. Dumi, who studied economics and filmmaking in Boston, is a
member of the international entrepreneur programme, Endeavor.
Cati Weinek - Producer
Cati is co-creator of the ground-breaking Sediba script development programme of the
National Film and Video Foundation (NFVF). In 2012 Cati produced ‘Gog’Helen’, with Dumi,
a satirical comedy feature, directed by Adze Ugah. From 2012 she developed and produced
feature content in the slate funding initiative under the umbrella of the NFVF. Among this
slate she wrote and was a producer on the 2016 theatrical hit, Mrs Right Guy. She recently
completed production of 26 episodes of Soul City that celebrates 20 years of the Soul City
drama series on screen, drawing over 5 million viewers every week. She has produced a
variety of important South Africa documentaries, including the anti – nuclear power
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documentary ‘Uranium Road’(2009) and ‘Here Be Dragons’ (2011) about George Bizos, the
human rights lawyer who saved Nelson Mandela from the gallows.
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