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SYNOPSIS 
 

Don ‘Vossie’ Vorster is about to become a first-year student at Stellenbosch University. In a tradition 

passed down from generation to generation, the oldest son in the Vorster family is given a bow tie 

when he finishes high school, and it’s Vossie’s turn to receive this great honour.  

 

The transition from home and school to varsity is a big one, and he will need all the nerve in the world 

to adjust to this new life. His bow tie – a metaphor that gives the men in the Vorster family the mettle 

to live life to the full – is the one thing that will give the geeky Vossie the courage to stand up for the 

things he cares about and, hopefully, to find the girl of his dreams. 

 

Spoilt and pampered, Willemien de la Harpe is also on her way to university. Her super wealthy, wine-

farming parents send her off in the hope that their daughter will make the right choices in life, which 

include marrying AJ Blignaut.  

 

One night, Vossie and his new buddies in the Stellenbosch Liberation Front decide to break into the 

university’s laboratory to free the rats kept for research.  Their plans for the evening go awry and 

Vossie escapes clutching just one rat in his hands. In his attempt to escape the security guards, he 

hides in a bush. When Vossie hears the sound of someone sobbing, he turns to find Willemien, the 

most beautiful girl he has ever set eyes on. 

 

How will Vossie convince Willemien – and the De La Harpe family – that he is the right man for her? 
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DIRECTOR’S STATEMENT: Stefan Nieuwoudt 
I was first contacted by Stefan Enslin about directing Strikdas Familie. He sent me the script and I 

was attracted to the Idea of a romantic movie where the lead character is not an alpha male. In fact, 

he is quite the opposite, and the challenge was to make this character romantically appealing to a 

general audience.  

 

The script was really funny. The conflict in the set-up of the story was open to so many comic 

avenues. The fact that Philo Pieterse was involved was also a magnet as he's a legend in the local 

film industry, and I was sure I could only learn from someone like him. 

 

The first element was getting the casting right. This is a character driven story set in beautiful 

locations. Our approach was a balance between letting the camera give the actors space to express 

themselves, and making a pretty movie. There's a dryness to the tone of the film and much of the 

comedy lies in subtle moments.  

 

This is why we've given it quite a mellow pace. Like Vossie, the charming geek, it takes time to grow 

on you, and then you're hooked. The movie explores contrasting environments and values, which also 

influenced how we chose to film the characters and locations. 

 

Stellenbosch is a beautiful setting and so are the surrounding wine lands. We were very privileged to 

film in the manor house, and on the estate at Vrede en Lust – this added a lot of value, beauty and 

authenticity to the story.  

 

My favourite location was Vossie's house which we found and filmed in Jonkershoek. It's a charming 

home surrounded by forest and it’s really magical. It was important to make his world welcoming. We 

spent a lot of time looking for locations and drove people mad. It's hard to find places in the Western 

Cape where they will let you shoot an Afrikaans film as everybody has been approached by either 

advertising agencies or international production houses with huge budgets. We were lucky to get a lot 

of our locations. 

 

Our DOP was Jacques Koudstaal. There are two reasons why I wanted him to film the movie. Firstly 

he's a technical perfectionist, making for flawless lighting, composition, lensing and movement.  He is 

also a very narrative DOP, the story and genre comes first. I've learned a lot from him about the value 

of locations and finding the right ones for the story. 

 

The most appealing aspect of the film is the great cast. On the one end of the spectrum is the posh 

De la Harpe family. Sandra Kotze is really funny as a grandmother who’s always saying exactly what 
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she's thinking without being guarded in any way.  She's a graceful and energetic lady, and it was an 

honour to work with her.  

Gys de Villiers is great as the temperamental patriarch. Elsabe Daneel adds the perfect touch of class 

and finesse as she handles her husband, mother and rebellious daughters. Newcomer Andrea 

Pienaar is also really good as an extremely troubled teenager. 

 

At the other end of the spectrum is the down to earth Vorster family. Susanne Beyers is the very arty, 

overprotective and loving mother. Albert Maritz plays the happy-go-lucky father with his head in the 

clouds.  Together with Phillip Hotz as the semi-conscious grandfather, they form a hilarious group. We 

had a lot of fun filming them as Albert and Susanne's characters are wacky and unique, with beautiful 

souls.  

 

One of the biggest challenges for this was finding the right actor to play Vossie. He had to be 

believable as the geek, and he had to be really funny and charming too. That's really hard to find. Kaz 

Mcfadden is a great actor and a hard worker. He got to know the character and brought so many 

levels to him. Every detail was calculated, the way he walks, the way he runs, the way he laughs... He 

was really funny as Vossie, crew and cast members struggled not to burst out in laughter during 

takes. There's an honesty to the way he plays the character which makes it easy to relate to him, and 

to feel for him. 

 

Leandie du Randt as Willemien brings balance to the story. She's beautiful, great for a romantic lead 

and believable as a privileged girl who is struggling with her own values and a controlling father. 

Leandie is also extremely intelligent and hard working. She's keeps the performance as real as 

possible and she's always questioning or justifying her character’s actions.  

 

Sean-Marco Vorster is perfect as the good looking ladies’ man, he's everything that Vossie is not. 

He's a talented actor with the potential to become a well-known name. He added a lot of flavour and 

humour to his character. 
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BIOGRAPHIES – CREW 
 

PHILO PIETERSE - Producer 

Philo established Philo Films in 1980 as a film and television production company. For the past 33 

years he has been a dominant player in the South African film industry. Philo Films has received 18 

International awards and 48 local awards for creative excellence.     

 

Philo Films’ involvement in the production of local and international feature films, (for both cinema and 

television), and television series for the networks gives the company a broad-based experience in 

feature films for theatrical release in international markets, and the production of feature films for 

South African market, as well as television and drama series. 

 

As executive producer, Pieterse, in collaboration with his associates, has produced and/or marketed 

and distributed 32 feature films for both cinema and television including, A Million Colours, E’Lollipop, 

Boetie Gaan Border Toe, Boetie Op Maneuvers, Circles In A Forest, Brutal Glory, Orkney Snork Nie, 

Orkney Snork Nie: Lekker By Die See, Van der Merwe PI, Lipstick Dipstick and Platteland.  

 

Local television credits include Soul City (26 episodes), Ifa Lakwa Mthethwa (26 episodes), Die Vlakte 

Duskant Hebron (13 episodes) and Mauwie.      

 

Pieterse has also produced a number of international television features, including Anna, My Longest 

Day, Bonjour Tristesse, Dr Verdier, Show me your City, Indaba, Child of Soweto, Crime of Love, 

Black Velvet Band, Cape Town Blues, Stone of Light, The Red Phone, Platinum, Elephant Tales, ER 

(Series 12 episodes 15,19 and 20), Diamonds, La Talpa III (12 episodes) 

  

 

STEFAN ENSLIN – Producer, Writer    

Stefan matriculated in 1997. He registered for a degree in architecture at the University of the Free 

State, but at the end of his first year decided to study Town and Regional Planning at the University of 

the North West. He graduated in 2002 and worked as a teacher for a short period, before moving to 

the UK where he worked for eight years as a Planner. In 2009 he decided to pursue his dream of 

making films. He completed a course in scriptwriting and returned to South Africa to make it a reality.  

 

He was offered a position as scriptwriter and assistant producer with Global Creative Studios, the 

creators of Faith Like Potatoes. In 2012 he decided it was time to start his own production company, 

Faith in Motion Productions, a production company focussing on the whole family. 
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Since then he has been involved in the short film project Love Bombs, and the feature film Klein 

Karoo. He is also the author of the novel Verskietende Ster, which has been turned into a film, and 

has written the script for an American feature film which will be released in South Africa later this year. 

 

ETIENNE FOURIE – Scriptwriter 

Etienne matriculated in 2006. During his high school years he wrote and directed numerous plays and 

also won the annual ATKV national writer’s competition under guidance of Professor Hans du Plessis.  

 

In 2011 he graduated with an honours degree in motion picture medium, majoring in directing and 

screenwriting, from AFDA Film School, Cape Town. His short film, Die Windpomp, which he wrote 

and directed was officially selected for the student Oscars/Academy Awards in 2012 and also won the 

SAFTA for best student film. In 2013 he adapted Die Windpomp into a feature film, which he wrote 

and directed and won five awards, including best director, best writer and best film at the 2014 

Silwerskermfees.  

 

Etienne has written and directed many music videos and commercials and also won a Loerie Award 

for his commercial “Wishing Well” in 2012. He is also the screenwriter for the Afrikaans feature film, 

Klein Karoo. 

 

STEFAN NIEUWOUDT – Director 

Stefan obtained his BTech degree in directing from the Motion Picture Academy at Tshwane 

University of Technology in 2005. In 2007 he started working for Urban Brew Studios as an insert 

producer for Yo-television, the children’s/teen programming on SABC 1.  

 

In 2010, he directed Superhelde, a teen comedy by the Film Factory, written by Andrew Thompson 

and Ivan Botha and produced by Danie Bester. He teamed up with Thompson and Bester again in 

2011 when he co-wrote and directed Ek Joke Net, a candid camera film.  

 

In 2012 he co-wrote and directed Ek Joke Net 2! (released in 2014) and directed Bakgat! 3, the third 

instalment of the popular Afrikaans teen comedy franchise.  After that came Agent 2000, a spy-

comedy for children, which was released in 2014.  
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BIOGRAPHIES: CAST 
 

KAZ MCFADDEN – Don ‘Vossie’ Vorster 

Kaz completed his third year at the Performing Arts Lifestyle Institute in 2006, and is a lecturer there 

today. He made his debut on national television in Binnelanders. In 2007 he completed his fourth year 

at PALI, and accepted a permanent role on the KykNet soap Villa Rosa. Since then, he has appeared 

in other television productions such as Egoli - Place of Gold, Die uwe Pottie Potgieter and Koos 

Roets’ Pantjieswinkel Stories. He recently played Dewald in Sewende Laan and appeared in theatre 

productions such as Paulus, Noises Off, Vaselinetjie and Somewhere on the Border.  

 

Apart from his acting credits, he is the artistic director of Nomad Productions or “the Nomads”, as they 

are popularly known. As a writer and director, Kaz has presented Fladder, Grond, Skemer and the 

Christmas special Aan die Ander Kant, featuring actors like Gavin van den Berg and Shareen Swart. 

His feature film credits include Egoli - Afrikaners is Plesierig, Angus Buchan’s Ordinary People and 

Katinka Heyns’ Die Wonderwerker. In 2012 Kaz was nominated for the Ikussasa Youth Actor of the 

Year Award. 

 

LEANDIE DU RANDT – Willemien de la Harpe 

Leandie du Randt is a University of Johannesburg alum and holds a BCom degree in industrial 

psychology, an honours degree in industrial psychology, and is a registered psychometrist. Apart from 

a number of student productions, her professional theatre credits include Die Baba Oppasser, 

Speelpark and Death by Chocolate.  

 

Most recently, Leandie was seen in Season 7 of the reality series Strictly Come Dancing. She has 

also appeared in Vlug na Egipte, Moeggeploeg (KykNet), and is possibly best remembered for her 

role in Getroud Met Rugby, between 2008 and 2012.  Leandie has also appeared in Isidingo.  

 

Her feature film credits include Hollywood in My Huis, Mooirivier, Die Windpomp, Drukkersbloed, 

Klein Karoo, Semi-Soet, Susanna van Biljon, Egoli – Afrikaners is Plesierig and Flesh. 

 
ALBERT MARITZ – Jagter 

Albert has done a bit of everything – acting, producing and directing for radio, television and the 

stage. He was a final control producer for television, sport and arts editor for talk radio, a talk radio 

host, and winner of the Media Celebrity Super 10 rugby competition in 1998. He has played leads in 

the Emmy nominated television series Home Affairs, as well as Feast of the Uninvited, Vallei van 

Sluiers, Vloeksteen and recently Donkerland. Over the last few years he was seen in international 

films such as Invictus,  opposite Matt Damon en Morgan Freeman; Winnie opposite Jennifer Hudson; 

Skoonheid, In My Country opposite Juliette Binoche and Samuel L Jackson, and Verraaiers. 
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As a producer and director, he’s best known for his revival of scripts including  Faan se Trein (KKNK 

and Aardklop Most Popular production 2005), Faan se Stasie (KKNK, Aardklop, Innibos, Kunstekaap 

and Durbanville 2006), Taraboemdery (Innibos Best Artist prize 2010), ’n Seder val in Waterkloof  

(Innibos Most Popular production 2011), Die Rebellie van Lafras Verwey (Fleur du Cap Best Director, 

Best Actor, Most Popular production 2011), Mooi Maria (Aardklop Best Director, Best Actress, Best 

Afrikaans production 2011), Die Van Aardes van Grootoor (Innibos, Durbanville, KKNK 2013),  Die 

Koggelaar (Woordfees 2013), and an Afrikaans production of Playland (Suidoosterfees 2014.  

 

His directing credits include Pottie Potgieter; My Pa Dink Hy Is Elvis; Droomvrou; and the Luna Paige 

DVD, Storielied.  Recently he directed Stander with Waldemar Schultz and a musical theatre show 

based on the poetry of Jeanne Goosen, Elders aan Diens. He is perhaps best known for his television 

work in Konings and Torings (for which he won an  Artes Award for best actor in a television series), 

Arende, Egoli, Galery, Home Affairs, Sewende Laan, Isidingo,  Khululeka, Feast of the Uninvited, 

Vloeksteen, Vallei van Sluiers  and Buurtwa’. 

 

His television producing and directing credits include Groot, groter as…, NP van Wyk Louw, Wyk en 

die Meisies, Elders aan Diens and the documentary Impresario.  He has also co-produced and 

directed two feature films: Lenteblom and Tussen Hoop en As. 

 

GYS DE VILLIERS – Herman 
Gys’s parents met in the amateur theatre world and his dad became a prolific director and producer, 

so the entertainment world is in his blood. After completing two years of national service, Gys studied 

at the Univeristy of Cape Town. His first professional show, It’s a Boy, was performed at the Baxter 

theatre in 1982. Some of his highlights in theatre include, Die Spinner (best actor award AA Vita and 

Dalro1985); Suig (Best Text and Innovative Work Aardklop 2003); Uit die Bloute, and The Double 

Room for which he won Best Male Dancer, Contemporary Style, AA Vita Award in 2001. 

 

He has also played leads in television series such as Die Vierde Kabinet, Sewende Laan, 

Binnelanders, Triptiek1&2; Onder Draai die Duiwel Rond, Iemand Om Lief te hê; Isidingo and 

Hartland.  

He recently played FW DE Klerk in Long Walk to Freedom, Van Aswegen in Verraaiers, Abel in Die 

Ontwaking and a cop in Vehicle 19 with the late Paul Walker.  

 

His directing credits include, the award winning play Brief Description starring Graham Weir, 

Rooikaart starring Frank Opperman and Adeamus with 300 students.  

 

ELSABÉ DANEEL – Sandra 

Esabé is a well-known actress and a television presenter, director and producer. She has received 

two Artes nominations and two Star Tonight nominations for her television work. She has acted in 

numerous television series including Sevende Laan and does radio and commercial work as well as 
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dubbing. Elsabé produces drama productions for the national art festivals and stars in plays 

countrywide.  

She has acted in three South African movies. She regularly works as a compere, adjudicator and 

public speaker. She presents poetry programs, delivers journalistic contributions for the press and 

regularly appears as guest on television, radio and in the printed media. 

 

As founder of Elsabé Daneel Productions, she produces corporate and documentary videos for 

private clients and kykNET. She is a guest lecturer at Stellenbosch University where she trains 

students, lecturers and staff in communication and projection skills. In 2006 her private students in 

media and communication studies won Best Overall Project and Best Editing in M-Net’s EDiT 

competition.                                      

 
MARIDI JOOSTE - Tamara 

Maridi studied drama at Stellenbosch University. She took a gap year in Amsterdam, where she was 

drawn to the theatre community. She then completed a course in film as drama medium at the 

University of Amsterdam. Her passion for characters led her to study psychology next. She has 

appeared in films like Die Windpomp, and Sophia Grace and Rosie’s Royal Adventures. She has also 

worked as a creative researcher and facilitator at The Screened Actor’s Studio, and has completed 

further courses in filmmaking at the New York Film Academy and City Varsity.  

 

In 2014, she wrote the script for her first film, the 24-minute Die Wasgoedlyn, which she also 

produced, and which was screened at the Silwerskermfees in 2014.  

 

SEAN-MARCO VORSTER – A.J 

Two weeks after writing his school finals at Paarl Boys’ High, Sean-Marco walked onto his first feature 

film as a supporting character, Dietmar, on the first Afrikaans horror film, Lyfstraf.  After shooting, he 

went on to study acting at The South-African School of Motion Picture and Live Performance (Afda).   

 

After two years of acting for film, he decided to major in directing and scriptwriting to further broaden 

his education in film. After making several appearances in Afda short films, he landed the role of 

young Russouw in Etienne Fourie’s fourth-year film, Die Windpomp. The film was picked up by Zen 

HQ films and turned into a feature film, in which he starred. Sean-Marco has also finished shooting as 

a lead on Amaza which is currently flighting on SABC 1. At the age of 22, this actor has picked up 

much experience both in front and behind camera and is destined for a promising career in film. 

 
KARLI HEINE – Stil Sylvia 

Karli studied at Stellenbosch University and has a degree in drama, as well as honours in cabaret. 

She has appeared in numerous theatre productions. Her first screen appearance was at Aardklop, in 

the production 18*, directed by Marthinus Basson and produced by Saartjie Botha.  In 2013, she won 

a KykNet Fiesta supporting actress award for her role in Op Dees Aarde, by Reza de Wet, directed by 
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Marthinus Basson and produced by Teater-Teater. Karli sings on the children’s CD Kom vlieg, 

produced by Helena Conradie. She has also written and directed several cabaret shows. 

 

ANDREA PIENAAR – Letitia de la Harpe 
Andrea is an 18-year-old student who will be matriculating from High School Jan van Riebeeck at the 

end of 2014. She lives with her parents and older sister in the heart of Cape Town. From an early age 

she has been interested in acting, taking part in many school, and a few professional, theatre 

productions. Her only other television-role was on a KykNet series called Thomas@ where she played 

the female lead. She intends to study BCom Law at Stellenbosch University next year and then travel 

the world. She is happiest surrounded by open-minded friends and family and hopes to keep acting in 

the future. 

 

MARCEL ENGELBRECHT – Kwassie 

Marcél grew up between Kimberley and a farm next to the Vaal River. With the thriving theatre 

community in Kimberley, he had the opportunity to be involved in and learn from playing leads in full 

scale school productions of Fame (Nick Piazza), Godspell (Jesus), High School Musical (Ripper), 

Inspector Drake’s Last Case (Victor Gagarin) and Back to the 80s (Corey Palmer Jnr.). In 2006, he 

competed in the World Choir Games in China with the Kimberley Children’s Choir. In 2008, he joined 

Die Phillip Kotze Sangskool in Bloemfontein, where he trained for two years. At the age of 17 he 

obtained his Grade 8 in Vocals through Trinity Guildhall in London.  

 

He matriculated at Kimberley’s St. Cyprian’s Grammar School for the Performing Arts in 2011 and 

obtained his National Senior Certificate with subjects in Music, Drama and Dance Studies.  In 2012 

Marcél made his début in the Masque Theatre’s Aladdin: The Panto for which he received a CATA 

nomination for ‘Most Promising Newcomer’ for his role as Aladdin. Other Artscape Theatre credits 

include Festival Production’s Boy Meets Boy (Guy Rose), Gilbert and Sullivan’s Guys and Dolls 

(Society Max) and Stagecraft Drama Studio's Noddy (Mr Plod/Witch). He played the Maître d’ in 

Richard Loring’s Kaapse Storties From the Mother City at Richard’s Supper Stage. He is currently in 

rehearsals for the musical Rockville 2069. Strikdas Familie is his film début.  
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CAST	  

	   	   	   	  
KAZ	  MCFADDEN	   	   	   	   Don	  “Vossie”	  Vorster	  

LEANDIE	  DU	  RANDT	   	   	   	   Willemien	  de	  la	  Harpe	  

ALBERT	  MARITZ	  	   	   	   	   Jagter	  

SUSANNE	  BEYERS	   	   	   	   Patrys	  

GYS	  DE	  VILLIERS	  	   	   	   	   Herman	  

ELSABE	  DANEEL	  	   	   	   	   Sandra	  

PHILLIP	  HOTZ	   	   	   	   	   Oupa	  Joop	  

MARCEL	  ENGELBRECHT	  	   	   	   Kwassie	  

MARIDI	  JOOSTE	  	   	   	   	   Tamara	  

KARLI	  HEINE	   	   	   	   	   Stil	  Sylvia	  

ANDREA	  PIENAAR	   	   	   	   Letitia	  de	  la	  Harpe	  

SANDRA	  KOTZE	  	   	   	   	   Ouma	  Koekoe	  

SEAN-‐MARCO	  VORSTER	  	   	   	   AJ	  

ROBIN	  SMITH	   	   	   	   	   Adriaan	  

	   	   ADRIENNE	  PEARCE	   	   	   	   Tinkie	  

	   	   RUDY	  VISAGIE	   	   	   	   	   Sekuriteitswag	  

	   	   TANYA	  VAN	  NIEROP	   	   	   	   Chantal	  

	  

CREW	  

	  

	   	   Producer	   	   	   	   	   Stefan	  Enslin	  

	   	   Producer	   	   	   	   	   Philo	  Pieterse	  

	   	   Supervising	  Producer	   	   	   	   Johan	  Kruger	  

	   	   Supervising	  Producer	   	   	   	   Anneke	  Villet	  

	   	   Production	  Manager	   	   	   	   Mart-‐Marie	  Schoeman	  

	   	   Production	  Coordinator	  	   	   	   Trevor	  Goslin	  

	   	   Production	  Assistant	   	   	   	   Robert	  Strydom	  
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	   	   Production	  Accountant	   	   	   	   Edward	  Kruger	  

	   	   Production	  Accountant	  Assistant	   	   Claire	  Kruger	  

	   	   Director	   	   	   	   	   Stefan	  Nieuwoudt	  

	   	   1st	  Assistant	  Director	   	   	   	   Jean	  Bellingan	  

	   	   2nd	  Assistant	  Director	   	   	   	   Jacobus	  Kriel	  

	   	   3rd	  Assistant	  Director	   	   	   	   Rudy	  Fernandes	  

	   	   Runner	   	   	   	   	   	   Romeo	  du	  Toit	  

	   	   Scriptwriter	   	   	   	   	   Stefan	  Enslin	  

	   	   Scriptwriter	   	   	   	   	   Etienne	  Fourie	  

Script	  Supervisor	   	   	   	   Liezl	  Spies	  

	   	   DOP	   	   	   	   	   	   Jacques	  Koudstaal	  

	   	   Focus	  Puller	   	   	   	   	   Adrian	  Boerlage	  	  

	   	   Camera	  Assistant/Loader	   	   	   Chris	  Gunter	  

	   	   Data	  Wrangler	   	   	   	   	   Jurgen	  Painczyk	  

	   	   DIT	   	   	   	   	   	   Kiko	  Herera	  

	   	   2nd	  Camera	  Operator	   	   	   	   Naguib	  Fredericks	  

	   	   2nd	  Camera	  Focus	  Puller	  	   	   	   Lally	  Tshabane	  

	   	   Sound	  Mixer	   	   	   	   	   Anton	  van	  der	  Linde	  

	   	   Boom	  Swinger	   	   	   	   	   Luyola	  Dambuza	  

	   	   2nd	  Unit	  Boom	   	   	   	   	   Ted	  Levin	  

	   	   Boom	  Swinger	   	   	   	   	   Luyola	  Dambuza	  

	   	   Key	  Grip	   	   	   	   	   Chris	  Williamson	  

	   	   Best	  Boy	   	   	   	   	   Sharon	  Styles	  

	   	   Assistant	  Grip	   	   	   	   	   Nathan	  Kasongo	  

	   	   Trainee	  Grip	   	   	   	   	   Fru	  Joy	  Chi	  

	   	   Gaffer	   	   	   	   	   	   Steven	  Hickson	  

Best	  Boy	   	   	   	   	   Brian	  Oliver	  

Spark	   	   	   	   	   	   Gylane	  Alonyi	  

Generator	  Operator	   	   	   	   Andries	  Ngaleka	  

Trainee	  Spark	   	   	   	   	   Antonio	  Kabal	  

2nd	  Unit	  Spark	   	   	   	   	   Paul	  Chunkanson	  
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2nd	  Unit	  Spark	   	   	   	   	   Saul	  Calvo	  

2nd	  Unit	  Spark	   	   	   	   	   Rameesh	  Herbert	  

Unit	  Manager	   	   	   	   	   Simphiwe	  Jodwana	  

Unit	  Assistant	   	   	   	   	   Thandekile	  Mapinda	  
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