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SYNOPSIS

After sixteen years as the pastor of the mother church, Tienie Benade is confronted with a steep decline
in the number of churchgoers and a modern society that is rapidly changing. Do clergymen, or even the
church, still have a role to play in this world? He is trying his best to adapt and make sense of the
changes, but, in the process, he is alienating his wife and children. After an incident with a dying vagrant,
Tienie finds himself at a crossroads. Would he be able to regain his self-confidence and win back the love
of his family and would he be brave enough to provide guidance to his congregation in this new era?
Based on the play by Dana Snyman.

SALLAS DE JAGER – DIRECTOR/SCREENWRITER/PRODUCER

What a privilege to walk on proverbial “holy grounds”.
This is how I feel about this opportunity that had crossed my path, to adapt one of the most successful
plays, written by one of the most beloved writers of Afrikaans, Dana Snyman, and to give life to it on the
big screen.
The idea of an Afrikaans pastor, coming to the realisation that he has lost his way and that he doesn’t
know where he fits in within this modern society, immediately fascinated me.
I grew up in the countryside, in the late 80s and 90s, and if you grew up in that era and in that
environment, it would be almost unimaginable that an Afrikaans pastor would grapple with this kind of
turmoil. This raises the question: If a pastor doesn’t know where his place in society is, how would I
know?
This film is about someone who has to gain back his self-confidence and, while we accompany Pastor
Tienie on this journey, the themes that are explored hold a mirror to the audience. The story asks
questions and, often, difficult questions and this, in my opinion, is the function of storytelling or art, in
general. We live in an age where quick fixes are highly valued and, for this reason, our task as
storytellers has become even more important. Someone has to pose the questions, without having any
preconceived ideas of what the answer will be or any promises that answers will be provided. We must
allow people to talk and we must encourage them to think and we must step out of our comfort zones
and stop being blind to the needs of the people and community closest to us. Often, we spend so much
time and effort on the bigger issues in society, and our own survival within this society, that we do not
pay attention to the small stuff and it is exactly these details that can bring you to your knees.
During the filming of Dominee Tienie (Pastor Tienie), I had the privilege to work with some of the most
talented people in the industry and each one of them made such a valuable contribution to the end
product, that one can honestly say that is was a team effort. I have got immense respect for talent and
there was an abundance of talent during this production.
The chain of events that occurs even before the camera is switched on, is a very delicate process and
every person that participates therein must not only be talented, but also aware of his or her role in the
context of the story, the production and every other co-storyteller on the set. I can quite honestly say
that every person involved in this production understood this fine balance and executed their part
effortlessly up until the very end.
I hope that people will go and see the film with an open mind and would know that, while they are
watching it, each and every person, who has made a creative contribution to the film, poured their heart
and soul into this story to ensure that the viewer would join the characters as they embark on this
emotional journey. The film will entertain audiences and it will challenge them and provide them with
an opportunity to experience some of South Africa’s leading actors and technicians at their best.
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